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Weymouth — 

For the sixth time, hundreds of religious congregations on six continents will participate in Evolution Weekend, an event designed to demonstrate that the most exciting scientific findings pose no threat to deeply held religious belief.

Indeed, the leaders and members of these congregations recognize that as science teaches us more about how the natural world functions, their faith becomes stronger rather than weaker, and although there are some who find it difficult to accept, participants are fully comfortable embracing the basic principles of science without having to forsake the most important aspects of their faith.

In Weymouth, Evolution Weekend has been observed every year since its inception by the Unitarian Universalist Church on 83 Sea St. at the corner of Route 3A.

 This year’s observance will be on Sunday, Feb. 20. Rev. Richard Trudeau’s sermon, “No Wonder We’re So Messed Up!” will explain the odd path that the left recurrent laryngeal nerve takes in the human body and then reflect on what this suggests about human nature.

Promoters of Evolution Weekend want to create a space to explore the relationship between religion and science. They want to elevate the dialogue on the subject that has devolved into shouted claims that people must choose between religion and science. They also want to demonstrate that it is possible to truly discuss complex issues, issues that have divided many, with sincerity and respect. Finally, they want to prove to all who are willing to take notice that those fundamentalists who claim to be speaking on behalf of religion are not speaking for thousands of clergy and the religions they represent.

Along these lines, it is well worth noting that Evolution Weekend participants come from across the full breadth of the religious and political spectrum. Some are from our largest cathedrals while others are from tiny rural parishes.

A wide variety of races and ethnicities are represented. Males and females, old and young, conservatives and liberals, are all taking part in Evolution Weekend. Christians from a host of denominations, as well as Jews and Muslims, are all participating.

 Evolution Weekend has become an opportunity for such a diverse group of people to come together and celebrate what they have in common: love for their religion and respect for science.

Michael Zimmerman, founder of Evolution Weekend, is a professor of biology at Butler University in Indianapolis. Richard Trudeau is the minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Weymouth.
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